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EXPOSTULATORY LETTER Pr, 


SIR, l 


XMXKARYDEN has juſtly obſerved, in ſpeaking of 
Collier's View of the Stage, that a Clergyman 
"Bu might be much better employed, than in rum- 

MM maging plays for bawdy and blaſphemy ; and 
indeed it cannot be denied, that the facred er of a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel is degraded by acting in ſuch a 
manner. To paſs a general cenſure upon ſuch obſcene and 
impious performances, would be ſufficient ; but to make a 
collection of the ſeveral paſſages in which Religion and 
Virtue are inſulted, makes the Cenſor, in ſome meaſure, a 
partaker 1 in the guilt of the cenſured ; and barely repeating 
impictics and blaſphemies, muſt bring a blemiſh upon a 
Divine, who ſhould have too great an abhorrence for ſuch 
things, even to mention them. 

Ir this be true, with regard to Collier, what muſt the 
world think of you, Sir, who have given a general Nar- 
rative of a Pamphlet of fo execrable a kind, that it ought 
to be buried in everlaſting oblivion, as it would have been, 
if you yourſelf had not in this manner brought it to light? 
That a bare mention If certain obſcenities is thought a 
violation of the laws of decency, 1s evident from its being 


B looked 


into a loud laug 


1 
looked on as a breach of decorum to name the Sin againſt 
Nature, or a perſon guilty of it, otherwiſe than by a cir- 


cumlocution, the groſs appellations of theſe are looked 
upon as unfit to be pronounced, and to write them would 


ſtain paper. Many of the expreſſions you cite at full 


length are ſuch as nobody ſhould repeat; but when they 
come even at ſecond hand from a Clergyman, they cannot 
fail of making him odious as well as ridiculous. 

As my character does not exceed that of a Layman, I ſhall 
prove my aſſertion by an example, at the ſame time de- 


claring, that if I was a clergyman, I would not fo much 


as quote ſuch words for any conſideration, as I think it would 
be a moſt odious inconſiſtency in one of that ſacred func- 
tion. -You tell us, in page 13, that the memorable ſoliloquy 
of the Emperor Adrian, which Mr. Pope has conſidered in 
a paraphraſe as the words of a Dying Chriſtian to his Soul, 
the ſhameleſs author of the Eſſay entitles, he Dying Lover 
to his Pudenda. Had I not ſeen the example I ſhould not 
have thought it poſible for a clergyman to utter or write 


ſuch words. You put mein mind of what once happened 


ro an ignorant country Curate in Wales : the Parſon (for 
ſuch things ſometimes happen) was a little in liquor, and 
happening to meet with a drunken ſoldier, the latter aſked 
him for a chew of tobacco; the Parſon ſurlily bidding him 
go about his buſineſs, the ſoldier gave him a hearty curſe 
in the uſual ſtile of ſuch gentry ; whereupon the Curate 
vent directly to his officer, and made fore complaint, tel- 


ling him, that one of his men had curſed him in theſe 


4'erms, G-d blaſt you to Hill and the D-wil for a draggle-tail'd 
porſon, Wis repeating the words made the officer burſt 
, and I doubt not but your citing the above 


expreſſion will have the ſame effect upon ſome. readers, and 
raiſe more diſagreeable ſenſations in others. But even if 
you had not degraded yourſelf by citing expreſſions, which 

muſt ſhock every ſober ear, what end could you propoſe to 
yourſelf in laying before the public, and ſubmitting to its 
= | candour, 


© > 


Ee! 


candour a work whoſe prophaneneſs is ſhocking, new, 
and of a wonderful invention ? Is it to excite the curioſity 
of the public, and make people deſirous of peruſing to 
extraordinary a performance? Though your Narrative may 
very probably have this effect, I acquit you of any ſuch 


view. The public is not at a loſs to gueſs at your motive for 


Y 


Every body aſ- 


commencing author upon this occaſion. 


cribes it to the ſame motive which ſets ſo many pens in 


motion; namely, a deſire to levy a ſum of money upon 
the public, by the common method of ſtriking the eye by 
a Taking Title Page. Your Narrative is univerſally looked 


upon as a catch-penny. How is the dignity of the cloth 
prophaned r ſuch low and mean practices ? If Monſieur 


Bayle, though a layman, has been ſeverely cenſured for 
the obſcenities with which his Dictionary is replete, how 
much ſeverer rebuke does the Clergyman deſerve, who, 


forgetting his ſacred function, deſcends to the loweſt arti- © 


fices of proſtitute ſcribblers for a little dirty gain ? With 
what propriety can ſuch a man inſcribe his narrative to 
the violated laws, the abuſed liberty, and the inſulted religion 
of our country. Such a publication is a new inſult to them: 
if a man in power had been abuſed in the groſſeſt manner, 
how do you think he would take it of one of his depen- 
dents, to tell him, Sir, ſuch a one called you a raſcal, a 
ſcoundrel, a mean-ſpirited fellow, &c. do you think he 
would be pleaſed to hear ſuch terms repeated ? Would it 
not be more conformable to decency to tell him in general 
terms, that a perſon had ſpoke of him in the moſt diſre- 
ſpectful manner? But what could your motive be, thus to 


promulgate a myſtery of iniquity ? It could not be, in or-. 


der to bring the author to juſtice, ſince you tell us, in 
page 9, that as thoſe meaſures, by which this iniquitous 
and ſhameful work was diſcovered in a more ample man- 
ner, are now under conſideration, you hope that the pub- 
lic will excuſe an abſolute declaration who the author of it 


is, till the law has taken further cognizance of the matter. 
Is 
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Is it then to inflame the public againſt ſome perſon, who 
you would inſinuate to be the author, that you thus pub- 


liſh a ſuccinct account of a work, wich you own to be 


abominable. Whoever may be the author of this work, 
there were but twelve copies of it printed; a demonſtra- 
tion that it was never intended for the inſpe&ion.'of the 
public. But yon, it ſeems, thought it abſolutely neceilary, 
in vindication of your own honour, veracity, and good in- 
tention, to communicate to all the world thoſe blatphemies 
end obſcenities which were intended only for the peruſal of 
a few individuals. You muſt, doubtleſs, have done great 
ſervice to religion, by acquainting mankind, that the author 
of the Ef/ay vn Women has made the abilities of the Aſs the 
ſubject of his unclean deſcription ; and that he has, with a 
degree of confidence unheard of in any Proteſtant commu- 
nity,' informed the unknowing Reader, that“ that animal 


«© was once held in great eſteem, but that ſince he had 


been the vehicle of the Godhead into Jeruſalem, he 
Na s become ridiculous.” | 
By making ſuch paſlages public, you furniſh ſcoſfers 
matter for their impiety to work upon: but I am conh- 
dent the devout could very well diſpenſe with hearing them. 
I fay again, what fervice do you do to Religion, by in- 
forming the unknowing world (for it was unacquainted 
with ſuch execrable blaſphemies, till you thought proper 
to inſtruct it) that the bleſſed Spirit of God is ludibriouſly 
inſulted in the ſaid Eſſay, by a repetition of the moſt car- 
nal obſcenities in the form of a ſupplication ; and that the 
ſacred expreſſion Hic bleſſed, glorious Trinity, is com- 
pelled by an impious ſimilitude to convey' an idea to 
the reader impure, aſtoniſhing and horrible. By diſ- 


covering thus much, you will, doubtleſs, ſet many (I 


might, perhaps ſay moſt) of your readers upon forming 
conjectures concerning that Triplicity to which the Eleſſed 
Trinity 1s e and I muſt ſay, you have expreſſed 
yourſelf in ſuch a manner, that you might as well have 


cited the very words of the author; for he muſt be a dull 


reader 
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reader indeed, who cannot give a ſhrewd gueſs at this 
triple alluſion. Should a clergyman lug ſuch abomina- 
tions out of the obſcurity in which they lurked before, and 
proclaim them in the face of day! ſhould he, under the 
maik of affected concealment, communicate to every man, 
that is not utterly void of penetration, ſuch a hideous ſally 
of blaſphemous obſcurity ? Never ſure was there a more 
ſtriking proof of the truth of that aſſertion of Martin 
Luther, Religio nunquam magis periclitatur quam inter re- 
verend;//emos. Religion is never more in danger than amongſt 
the Reverend. You have, indeed, ſhewn yourſelf but a 
very indifferent guardian of Religion, by ſupplying the in- 
fidel and blaſphemer with new topicks of ridicule ; and tho 
you ſo much boaſt that zeal for Religion; which prompted 
you to defeat the influence and ſucceſs of the Eſſay, I doubt 
not when I have laid before the public the artifices which 
you had recourſe to in order to come at the copy, that 
your conduct will convince them of the truth of the old 
Proverb, the nearer the church, the farther from God. 

In July laſt, one Jenn-gs, a Journeyman Printer, who 
at that time worked in Poſter Lane, Clicapſide, being at 
, breakfaſt, he took out of his pocket part of a ſheet of 

aper, containing four pages, in order to wrap up a bit of 
5,258 which, being obſerved by Mr. F-rm-r, (a Jour- 
neyman belonging to Mr. F-d-n, in Fleet-ſtreet) he de- 
fired to look at it; and, on the peruſal, finding ſomething 
which ſtruck his fancy, refuſed to deliver it back to the 
ſaid Jenn--gs, who had ſome time before worked with a 
Gentleman of Diſtinction in Great George Street. F-rm-r 
being acquainted with this circumſtance, ſuſpected it was 
printed by the above Gentleman; and it being handed 
from one journeyman to the other, it ſoon reached Mr. 
F-d-n's cars, who defired Mr. H,-ſſ-Il, his Overſeer, to 
get from F-rm-r this curious piece of + a6 Mr. H-i1-1 - 
delivered it to his maſter, who ſoon after conſulted the 
Reverend Mr. K-dg-ll ; the conference between theſe 858 
tlemen may be eaſily gueſſed at; and the reſult was how 
to procure a compl-te copy of the ſaid work, and turn the 
affair to /emebod)'s advantage; and accordingly Mr, K- -I 
| | C poſted 
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poſted- away to his patron with the ſcrap of paper, who 
certainly was greatly ſhocked at the indecencies and blaſ- 
phemy it contained: It was immediately communicated to 
Mr. C. W-b (as the only Perſon to whom fo intereſting an 
affair could be tranſmitted), and a meeting was propoſed 
of the parties. The chief point to be debated was, how 
to procure a complete copy. Accordingly every engine 
was ſet to work, in order to ſeduce one Mr. C-rr-y, a per- 
ſor who worked with Mr. W----- in Great George Street, 
and who, it was believed, had clandeſtinely faved a copy; 
(for there were only Twelve ordered to be printed off.) 
This Mr. C-rr-y was tampered with by F-rm-r frequently, 
and offered money, if he would lend a Copy for a few 
hours, as he ſaid, to oblige a Relation who wanted to read 
it, but he abſolutely refuſed F-rm-r. Finding he could 
make nothing of him, he acquainted Mr. F-d-n, who ſent 
Mr. H-fi-I to C-rr-y, and defired he would meet him at 
the Globe Tavern in Fleet-ſtreet; and a few days after 
there was another meeting at the ſame place, when Mr. 
C-rr-y took an acquaintance with him to be witneſs to. 
what paſſed between Mr. F-d-n and himſelf. In fact, he 
for a long time reſiſted all the Temptations offered him, to. 
produce a complete Copy, and ſaid he knew nothing of 
it, and had none ta produce; but by increaſing the bribe, 
and many other tempting offers being made to him, he was 
at laſt perſuaded to betray his truſt, and a copy was ac-. 
„ produced *. As 


From the above relation of the manner of its being diſcovered, the following, 
Queries ſeem naturally to ariſe. | 

1. What were the rea! Motives which induced Mr. F-d-n to ſhew Mr. K----11- 
the ſcrap of paper he had diſcovered by F-rm-r's means ? 

2. What Views had Mr. K----1l in communicating the affair to his Patron, and 
Mr. P. C. W-bb, &c. ? . 

3. Did not Irteret more than Public G:04 prompt them to act in this manner? 

Whether the Means uſed to obtain Evidence, was conſiſtent with the Golden 

Rule, Do as yen would be done by ? And how Metlrs. F-d-n or K----11 would have 
been pleaſed to have had any Servant belonging to them ſeduced by ſuch methods, 
as frequent Treats at Taverns, Journies to Hampton-Court, Windſor, &c. in a 
Poſt-Chariot ; Promiſes of being handſomely provided for, and even Sums actually 
depoſited ? There are few now-a-days fo virtuous as to reſiſt ſuck allurements ! 

5. What Recompence have J-nn-ngs and F-rm-x yet had, who were the acci- 
dental inſtruments of the Whole affair ?. | 


AND 
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Axp now what will the unprejudiced think of your 
boaſted zeal, and the confidence with which jou alk, 
Whether there is one individual in the kingdom ſo loſt to 
every ſenſe of goodneſs, as even to wiſh encouragement 
and ſucceſs to the pen of this proſtituted author, the 
evil genius of the age. F any, ſpeak, for ſuch have I of- 


Fended. | | | 
In anſwer to this general challenge, Sir, I ſhall mount 


the roſtrum in the cauſe of Decency, which you have 
wounded in ſo public a manner, and tell you whom you 
have offended. You have offended thoſe Laws, that Li- 
berty, and that Religion, to which, contrary to all the 
rules of Common Senſe, you have dedicated your execrable 
collection of blaſphemous and obſcene ribaldry. You have 
oftended every diſcreet and religious man, who will, doubt- 
leſs, be of opinion that you ſhould rather have ſuppreſſed . 
ſo many impieties, than have made them public, in order 
to rail at the author. In fine, you have offended common 
ſenſe, in the eye of which ſuch expreſſions as ill become 
a Divine as obſcenity does a woman; and all obſcenity is ſo 
ſhocking in a female mouth, that a woman becomes infa- 
mous by uling ſuch expreſſions, except in a caſe of ne- 
ceſlity, as upon a trial. Now you cannot urge neceſſity in. 
vindication of yourſelf, ſince you acknowledge that proper 
meaſures are taking to bring the author to light, and paſs 
ſuch a cenſure upon him as he deſerves. 

In page 19, you deliberately, and in few words, to uſe 
your own expreſſion, aſk the following very abſurd que- 
{tion, „For what valuable conſideration upon earth would. 
a ſcrious and good man. permit an hour's peruſal of this 
execrable Eſſay to his children?“ Nothing can be clearer 
than that no man could permit the peruſal of this Eſſay to 
his children, except a madman or a fool; yet you, by 
putting the queſtion, ſeem to admit a poſſibility, that a 
ſerious or good man might, for ſome conſideration, indulge 
his children with a peruſal of it. Give me leave, in my 
turn, to aſk you deliberately and in few words, a queſtion 
which naturally grows out of yours, „for what valuable 
conſideration would you communicate to your children (for 


doubtleſs; 


[ wo J 


doubtleſs you would not forbid your children to read your 
Narrative) the knowledge of all the impieties contained 
in the Eſſay, of which they might have remained ignorant, 
if you had not officiouſly given them this information?“ 
You tell us, that you ſhould be the moſt afflicted parent in 
the world, ſhould one of your children have the misfor- 
tune to read the Eflay ; yet, by your Narrative, you make 
them acquainted with the whole contents of it. There is 
an inconſiſtency here, which I cannot otherwiſe reconcile, 
than by ſuppoſing that the love of lucre blinded you, and 
that the money which you expected to get by the fale of 
your Narrative, might make you overlook the ill effect which 
a blaſphemous collection might have upon the religion and 
morals of your children. There are, indeed, many care- 
ful parents, who are very well diſpoſed to ſtretch their con- 
{ciences to promote the intereſt of their chiidren, and you 
ſeem to be one of theſe. 

Before I conclude this Epiſtle, I cannot help taking no- 
tice of your ungenerous. and unfair infinuations, that the 
Eſſay was cauſed to be printed by a perſon of diſtinction, 
whom I need not name. In your laſt page you expreſs 
yourſelf thus, If one man, under pretence of Privilege, 
is permitted to obtrude upon an abuſed nation what no 
printer, except himſelf, had ever the confidence to under- 
take: No one can be ignorant who is here aimed at. But 
pray what proof have you that that gentleman was any 
way concerned in the publication in queſtion. To infinu- 
ate {lander in this manner is, doubticſs, a notorious breach 
ot the Commandment, Thou ſhalt not bear faiſjs Witneſs 
ogainſt thy Neighbour. Tis a conduct worthy of the high- 
ett cenſure in a Clergyman; and yet you have exerted your- 
telf to the utmoſt to fix ſuch a ſuſpicion upon that gentle- 
man. For when a copy of it was procured, Mr. F-d-n 
and you ſhewed it to Mr. C---- W, the E-=- of M-r--, 
and others, who are that gentleman's inveterate enemies, 
Deny this if you can. Was not all this done with a view 
to give Mr. W----'s enemies an opportunity to injure 
him in the eyes of the public, and to deprive him of the 
eſteem of his warmeſt advocates? There is, therefore, reaſon 
to ſuſpect that it was not zeal for Religion, which youc an 
bear to hear abuſed, fince you don't matter publiſlring the 

| abuſes 


E 


abuſes which have been thrown out againſt it by others, 
that induced you to puny your Narrative at this jurie- 
ture, but a defire to do tha Gentleman all the miſchief in 

our power, by inflaming the minds of the people againſt 
Foe Such arts as theſe are highly unworthy of a miniſter 
of truth and righteouſneſs, / 


Pudet hac opprobria vobis, 
Et dici potuifſe et non potuiſſe refelli. 
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